Film Prod 202 — J. Penton

Course Syllabus
Division: Arts & Performance
Course name: Film Production 202:
Visual Effects & Motion Graphics
Section Number: 12037 Semester: Summer 2023 Units: 3
College Website: www.wlac.edu
Address: 9000 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230

Contact Information Course Information Overview

Instructor Name: Jennifer Penton Class Days / Hours: Flexible, Asynchronous Online
Instructor Email: pentonjk@wlac.edu Class Location: Asynchronous Online

Zoom Office Hours: Final Assessment: Final Exam

Friday, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm by appointment, and Class Meeting Type: Asynchronous Online

additional appointment times, email me through the
Canvas Inbox to meet. | check my Inbox often.
Zoom ID:

690 376 5003

Course Prerequisites, Corequisites, & Advisories Welcome Statement

* Pre-requisites: None Welcome to the ASYNCHRONOUS/SYNCHRONOUS

e Co-requisites: None ONLINE version of Film Production 202! | want you to

Advisory: None have fun learning how to use Adobe After Effects, as it is
an amazing and powerful artistic tool with many uses.

Course Description

Students will learn to use Adobe After Effects to create My number-one concern is your success in this class. | am
motion graphics with text and animation, with an available during my office hours and by appointment to
emphasis on techniques practiced in the visual effects discuss any trouble you are having in class. Please email
and animation industries. Tools such as keyframes, me through the Canvas Inbox to set up a Zoom

motion paths and masks will be used to create visual appointment.

effects and motion graphics projects and students will
explore common workflows and job pathways in these

industries.
Recommended Text Required Materials
None e Adobe Photoshop CC 2023

e Adobe After Effects CC 2023

Course Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

These are the course objectives and expectations of skills you will obtain by completing this course:

1. Describe how After Effects software is used in the visual effects and animation industries and recognize professional
production sequences that were created using the program.
2. Recognize the major animation styles and techniques used in the entertainment industry both historically and in the
present day.
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3. Describe basic 2D and 3D animation workflows in contemporary visual effects industry, and the software used.

4. Understand how the timeline works and how to create, copy and adjust keyframes.

5. Understand how to use the transform properties including, anchor point, position, scale rotation and opacity to
manipulate an image in After Effects.

6. Describe how to create and adjust motion paths for animation.

7. Recognize how to use easing and velocity in keyframe interpolation to control motion.

8. Understand how to import photoshop files and work with multiple layers.

9. Recognize the text tool in Adobe After Effects and understand its uses.

10. Understand how to use motion blur and text effects presets for text animation purposes.

11. Explain how to combine video, still images, and Photoshop files into a single animation.

12. Recognize how to accentuate the quality of footage, add/remove content, adjust saturation and luminosity and apply
toning and blurring.

13. Understand how to use time remapping slow down and speed up time.

14. Understand how to use keyframe assistants to improve project efficiency.

15. Recognize how effects and motion graphics fit into the overall video production workflow.

Course Requirements & Grading Criteria:

Evaluation: Grading in this course is based on a cumulative number of 1000 points earned from quizzes, projects, the
midterm, and the final exam. Grades are assigned on a percentage basis. Up to 3 Extra Credit assignments may be used
to boost your points if you are falling behind.

900 — 1000 points: 90% —100% = A
800 — 899 points: 80%— 89% =B
700—-799 points: 70%— 79%=C
600 — 699 points: 60%— 69% =D

< 600 points: < 60%=F

Grading Will Cover:

1. 2 After Effects quizzes: Worth 50 points each, starting at a designated time and ending at a designated time.
All students must take quiz within this time.

5 Projects: Worth 100 points each.

4 Discussions: Worth 40 points each.

1 Discussion: Worth 80 points.

Class participation: Worth a total of 160 points.

Extra Credit assignments: Worth up to 50 points.

oukwnN

Class Policies:

For more information, refer to the link below:

http://www.wlac.edu/academics/pdf/WLAC Catalog Policies.pdf

Communication:

| am available during the office hours listed above or by appointment. Messaging me in Canvas is the best and quickest
way to contact me. If you have a problem, do not let it snowball. Contact me immediately. Students are expected to ask
questions and obtain help from the instructor via email and/or during office hours. In case of an academic work only
emergency, you can email me at my work email account at (pentonjk@wlac.edu). Please email me to schedule a Zoom
meeting during my office hours or by appointment, so that | can be prepared to meet with you and give you my
undivided attention. My Zoom ID is 690 376 5003 and will be activated as long as we agree on an appointment time. |
am here to support you! Here are some important things to consider:
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* Please send me a message in Canvas and you should receive a response promptly, at most within 48 hours
seven days per week.
* Please send all messages in Canvas which | check daily. | also check my school email daily but receive many
emails. Therefore, it is better to contact me through the Canvas inbox.

Campus Office Hours:

| am available for office hours at Zoom ID 690 376 5003 by appointment on Fridays from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, as well as
additional times. | check my Canvas Inbox daily and can often make a Zoom appointment within a few hours of your
email. If you make a Canvas appointment, | will send you a link to the appointment through the Canvas Inbox.

Late Work:
e Late work s generally not accepted without communication through the Canvas Inbox.

Academic Integrity:
e Students who turn in plagiarized assignments will receive no credit for the assignment and cannot resubmit it.
e We use may use the Turnitin plagiarism checker for this class.
e Absolutely no assighment material may be copied from another student.

Turnitin:
Some of your assignments may be subject to a third-party plagiarism verification program called Turnitin.

e All assignments that are checked by Turnitin will alert your instructor to possible plagiarism.
* Not all assignments will be subject to Turnitin.

Attendance

Because class discussions and group work are an integral part of this course, asynchronous attendance is mandatory.
Students are expected to login, to read all pages, to watch video tutorials, and to complete all assignments, discussions,
and quizzes.

Preparedness
You are expected to be prepared for class and to do your assignments in a timely manner.

Canvas:
We will be utilizing Canvas to complete assignments. Please familiarize yourself with Canvas as soon as possible.

* Please take the Canvas Orientation if you are not familiar with Canvas.

e If you have any trouble with Canvas, please contact Canvas’ 24-hour support line at (844) 303-5590.
Alternatively, you may contact Distance Learning at (310) 387-4305 Monday — Thursday from 8:30 to 6:00 pm
and Fridays from 9:00 — 1:00 pm.

e There are general guidelines for the work you will do in the class listed in this syllabus but a more detailed
description of what is expected for each assignment can be found in Canvas.

"Netiquette"
Personal attacks, profanity, vulgarity, and comments that are not productive to the conversation will not be allowed.

Policy on Late Work:
Late work will not be accepted unless you email the instructor through the Canvas Inbox.

Drop Policy:
You must drop the class if you no longer want to be enrolled. While you may be dropped for non-attendance, it is not
guaranteed. If you stop attending class, you may receive an F. If you are sure that you want to drop the course, please
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drop the course in your Student Portal. The drop dates can be found in your Student Portal. Select Academics Menu
then Class Schedule. Click the "i" icon to the right of your class which will bring up a page with dates.

Assignment Guidelines:
Please view assignment guidelines listed in Canvas.

Student Conduct

Academic Integrity and Student Conduct

Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, the following actions: cheating on an exam, plagiarism,
working together on an assignment, paper, or project when the instructor has specifically stated students should not do
so, submitting the same term paper to more than one instructor, submitting an art project completed by someone other
than the student, or allowing another individual to assume one’s identity for the purpose of enhancing one’s grade,
falsifying attendance.

Any violations committed are considered student misconduct, and can result in an F for an assignment, and F for the
class, possible expulsion from West Los Angeles College, and ineligibility to apply for Hollywood CPR. Disruption of
classes or College activities is prohibited and will not be tolerated. Refer to the College Catalog and the Standards of
Student Conduct in the Schedule of Classes for more information.

Recording Devices

State law in California prohibits the use of any electronic listening or recording device in a classroom without prior
consent of the instructor and college administration. Any student who needs to use electronic aids must secure the
consent of the instructor. If the instructor agrees to the request, a notice of consent must be forwarded to the Vice
President of Academic Affairs for approval.

For more information, refer to the link below:

http://www.wlac.edu/academics/pdf/WLAC Catalog Policies.pdf

College Policies Accommodations and Services

« Academic Policies
https://wlac.edu//academics/pdf/WLAC Ca
talog Academic.pdf

Students with disabilities must register with
Disabled Students Programs & Services (DSPS)
in order to receive accommodations. If you feel

e Student Conduct Code that you qualify for the services provided by
http://www.wlac.edu/academics/pdf/2012/ DSPS contact them at (310) 287-4450, by email
WLAC 12-14Catalog Policies.pdf at dsps@wlac.edu, or stop by the office located

e Academic Calendar in the Student Services Building (SSB 320).
Sharepoint Link to Academic Calendar Faculty cannot provide assistance to students

seeking disability accommodations unless they
have disability documentation and are
registered with DSPS. Any student who feels
that they may need an accommodation based
on the impact of a disability should contact me
privately to discuss your specific needs.

Disabled Students Programs & Services (DSPS)

http://www.wlac.edu/dsps/index.aspx
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Campus Resources

Office of Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S):
Student Services Building (SSB) Room 320; (310) 287-4450; DSPS@wlac.edu

The Disabled Students Program and Services (DSPS) coordinates academic accommodations for students with
documented disabilities at West Los Angeles College. If you have or think you might have, a disability that impacts your
educational experience in this class, please contact DSPS to determine your eligibility for accommodations. If you are
already registered with DSPS, please submit your accommodation requests as soon as possible to allow adequate time
to provide accommodation. All information and documentation are confidential.

Library Services

Heldman Learning Resources Center (HLRC) 2" Floor | (310) 287-4269 & (310) 287-4408 The WLAC Library provides
instruction on how to use the online catalog, periodical and research databases. In addition to a large collection of
books, periodicals and DVDs the WLAC Library has course textbooks which students may use while in the Library. Web
access is available in LIRL as well as meeting rooms. The upper floors provide a beautiful view ideal for study.

For more information, refer to the link below:

http://www.wlac.edu/library/index.aspx

Learning Center (LC)

Heldman Learning Resources Center (HLRC) 1% Floor | (310) 287-4404 | wlac-learningcenter@laccd.edu All students are
referred to and strongly encouraged to utilize FREE small group and individual tutoring available in our Learning
Resource Center, 1* floor of the HLRC building. The LRC is transforming and expanding its services to include dedicated
study group sessions with a tutor for specific courses at specific days and times (before and after class). Please let us
know what classes you want tutoring for and the days and times you want it at.

For more information, refer to the link below:

http://www.wlac.edu/learning-center/index.aspx

Campus Sheriff’s Office (Emergency Preparedness)
C3 Building, Parking Lot 5 | (310) 287-4311 & (310) 287-4314

The Sheriff’s Office website includes information about drill or emergency building evacuations, Title IX resources (if you
have been the victim of Sexual Harassment; Sexual Violence and/or Gender-Based Discrimination), and what do to in the
event of a lock-down or active shooter situation.

For more information, refer to the link below:

http://www.wlac.edu/sheriff/index.aspx

Title IX

Title IX (of the 1972 Education Amendments) protects students and staff alike from discrimination based on sex,
including Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault, which are forms of Sexual Misconduct. Under Title IX, all people in the
educational environment must be treated equitably, regardless of sex, sexual orientation or expression, and/or
transgender identity.

If you have experienced or learned of a possible violation of Title IX and/or would like to know about options, resources
(including confidential services), the law, or District policy, please do not hesitate to contact a Title IX Coordinator.

For more information, refer to the link below:

www.wlac.edu/Title-IX/Index.aspx
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Dr. Genice Sarcedo-Magruder | (213) 891-2315 | sarcedg@piercecollege.edu

District Title IX Office:

Office for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion | (213) 891-2315 | TitlelX@email.laccd.edu

The Lactation Room is in: HLRC 3rd Floor Rm 327A

Childcare information can be found at:

http://www.wlac.edu/child-care/index.aspx

Additional Resources:

Online Resources
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Canvas Login Link https://ilearn.laccd.edu/
WLAC Library online (i.e. text, journals, etc.)
http://www.wlac.edu/Library/index.aspx
Campus Bookstore
http://www.wlac.edu/Bookstore/index.aspx
Student Health Center & Wellness Center
http://www.wlac.edu/Health-Center/index.aspx
Sheriff’s Office
http://www.wlac.edu/sheriff/index.aspx
Academic Online Counseling Appointments
http://www.wlac.edu/Counseling/Online-
Counseling.aspx

Learning Skills Center (Tutoring)
http://www.wlac.edu/learning-center/index.aspx
WLAC Online Learning Help:
http://wlac.edu/online/helpdesk.asp

24/7 Canvas Tech Support Number: 844-303-
5590

Other Important Materials

Computer: Please review the Canvas computer
specifications.
https://guides.instructure.com/m/67952/1/720328
Internet Access: The latest Firefox or Chrome web
browser is recommended.

Please review Canvas browser requirements.
https://guides.instructure.com/m/67952/1/720329-
which-browsers-does-canvas-support

Office of Disabled Student Programs
http://www.wlac.edu/dsps/index.aspx
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Course Content and Schedule:

i v Week 1: Basic Animation in Adobe After Effects Q- +
B URGENT! NEW IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Do you have access to Photoshop and After Effects? o
Jul20 | Opts
INTRODUCE YOURSELF
@ Jul 21 | 25 pts °
Photoshop Basics ()
Tips for Making Photoshop and After Effects Run Smoothly ()
Copy and Paste From Internet, Zoom, Transform, Smart Objects Q
Select and Mask, Hair, Selection Tools, Liquify. (]
B Project 1: Basic Animation in Adobe After Effects °
Jul 21 | 100 pts
Basic Animation Discussion
& Jul 24 | 40 pts o

i v Week 2: Advanced Animation in After Effects Q- +

2 E:;I:) fgepc:it: Zoetropes ©
Importing Footage, Turning Your Object into a Puppet, Ease Out, Ease In o
Audio, Keying, Parent-Child, Puppet Pin, Titles o
B3 Project 2, Part 1: Advanced Animation in After Effects o

Jul 27 | 50 pts

2 Project 2, Part 2: Advanced Animation in After Effects Continued
Jul 31 | 50 pts

& Week 2 Discussion o
Aug 2 | 40 pts
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i v Week 3: 3D In After Effects, Including Lights and Cameras Q- +
Planet 3D Tutorial 1, Earth and Moon ()
23 Project 3, Part 1: Planet 3D, Earth and Moon )
Aug 4 | 50 pts

Planet 3D Tutorial 2, Precompose 3D and Camera o

Planet 3D Tutorial 3, Green Screen, add Gifs o

_. Project 3, Part 2: Planet 3D, Camera, Spaceship, Aliens, Title and Story

4 e SRS S RS o
Aug 7 | 50 pts

&) Week 3 Discussion °
Aug 9 | 80 pts

Review for Quiz 1 o
After Effects Quiz 1

% Aug 11 | 50 pts °

i v Week 4: Advanced Tools In After Effects Q- +
3D Lights and Light Transmission Tutorial o
Stabilize and Clone Tutorial (]
3 Project 4, Part 1: 3D Lights and Light Transmission )

Aug 11 | 50 pts
B Project 4, Part 2: After Effects Stabilize and Clone Tools °
~  Aug14 | 50 pts

Project 4 Discussion
@ Aug 16 | 40 pts °

i v Week 5: Advanced After Effects for Films Q- +
Parallax Effect Tutorial ()
=, Project 5 Part 1: Parallax Effect
@ Aug 16 | 50 pts °
Prada Ad and Egg Reveal Tutorial (]
3 Project 5 Part 2: Prada Ad and Egg Reveal )

Aug 18 | 50 pts

) Project 5 Discussion
Aug 20 | 40 pts

7 After Effects Quiz 2 °
Aug 20 | 50 pts

**Disclaimer: Syllabus/schedule subject to change

Student Acknowledgement:

Student Name Student Signature Date
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